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from landing, and the British accordingly found it necessary to occupy that fort.
A treaty was afterwards, in 1839, concluded with the Hyderabad Mirs, by which they agreed to pay 23 lakhs to Shah Shuja, in commutation of all arrears of tribute due to the Afghans; to admit the establishment in Sind of a British force not exceeding 5,000 men, the, expenses being defrayed in part by the Mirs themselves; and finally, to abolish all tolls upon trading boats on the Indus. The Khairpur Mirs concluded a similar treaty, except as regards the subsidy. The British then took possession of the fort of Bukkur, under the terms of the engagement. By careful conciliatory measures, the British representatives secured the tranquillity of the country, so that a steam flotilla navigated the Indus unimpeded. Nur Muhammad, the senior Hyderabad Mir, died in 1841, and the government passed to his two sons, conjointly with their uncle, Naslr Khan.
In 1842 Sir Charles Napier arrived in Sind, with sole authority over all the territory on the lower Indus. New conditions were proposed to the Mirs, owing to delay in payment of the tribute, these terms including the cession of Karachi, Tatta, Sukkur, Bukkur, and Rohri. After some delay and a slight military demonstration, the treaty was signed in February, 1843. But the Baloch composing the SindJ army did not acquiesce in this surrender of independence; and shortly "afterwards they attacked the Residency, which stood near the Indus, a few miles from Hyderabad. The Resident (Major Outram) and his small suite, after defending the building for a short time, found themselves compelled to retreat and soon after joined Sir C. Napier's force. On February 17, 1843, Napier found the Mirs' army, 22,000 strong, posted on the Fuleli river near Miani. He gave them battle with only 2,800 men of all arms and 12 pieces of artillery, and gained a complete and brilliant victory. The Baloch loss amounted to about 5,000 men, while that of the British did not exceed 257. Shortly after, the chief Mirs of Hyderabad and Khairpur surrendered as prisoners of war, and the fort of Hyderabad was captured, together with the Mirs' treasure, computed at about a crore of rupees. In March Napier received reinforcements from Sukkur, and went in search of the rest of the enemy, with 5,000 men. He found the Baloch army, 20,000 strong, under Sher Muhammad of Mirpur, in a strong position near Dabo. After a desperate resistance, the Sindis fled in disorder, their leader retreating to the desert. Soon afterwards our troops-occupied Mirpur Khas and Umarkot. Sind was declared a conquered country, and annexed to the British dominions, with the exception of the present Khairpur State, which was made over to All Murad, one of the Khairpur Mirs who had supported the British policy.
The Talpur family thus ceased to be a ruling power, save in Kbair-